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Results and Judge’s Comments 

Judge’s Introduction 

Reviewing photographs is a subjective exercise and therefore draws on the likes, preferences and 

experience of the reviewer. This certainly applies here but it can often be an advantage in 

competitions like this if you know your judge, which I am sure many of you do. 

I think it is very important to title your submissions. This certainly helps me review and judge the 

image as uncertainty of what the viewer is looking at or what the presenter is trying to achieve 

can influence the review. 

Quite a few of the submissions have fallen outside the “Shot in the Last Year” rule as revealed by 

the camera data embedded in the image files. However, given the unprecedented lock-down 

circumstances at the time that this competition closed, this rule has, under agreement been 

ignored for judging purposes. We have also chosen to ignore the “Basic digital enhancement” rule 

for the same reason. 

Black & White  

My understanding of B&W photography is that it works best when it is used to raise details, like 

textures and lighting transitions, which are often lost by the viewer in the equivalent colour 

rendition. In addition my personal preference when reviewing B&W images is with submissions 

that use the full tonal or contrast range which I believe adds to the impact of the picture and 

demonstrates best use of the medium. So undoubtedly this will have affected my reviews and 

judging. 

Water 

In this section I will be looking for well-observed or planned images that contain water as a major 

feature.  I will also be expecting the images to be attractive to the viewer and be largely free of 

photographic errors and mishaps.  I also expect competition entries to have some impact and will 

be impressed if they contain a story-telling element. 

Open 

I find the “Open” category the hardest to judge mainly because it removes the critical judgement 

of how well each entry meets the subject criteria. There is a huge range of different subjects in 

this section making comparisons very difficult. Here though I expect to see your very best 

examples of the all the pictures you have taken.  I am looking for quality, the best technically 

perfect and well-presented pictures with impact or an unusual slant. 

Notes about the judge’s comments 

The judge’s comments alongside each of the winning photos are a summary. A full critique of 

every photograph submitted will be sent to individual members once the results have been 

published. 



The Results 

 

Black and White 
The Winner is Peter Connelly with an untitled image of a desk in an old setting 

 

 

The Runner-up is Peter Barker with “Bygones” 

 

 

 I B&W and this example has been very 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[Type a quote from the 

document or the summary of 

an interesting point. You can 

position the text box 

anywhere in the document. 

Use the Drawing Tools tab to 

change the formatting of the 

pull quote text box.] 

“This image has all the 

makings of classic still life 

and in B&W made excellent 

use of the textures 

provided by this setting.” 

 

“I liked this picture of a steam engine 

because these subjects can work well 

in B&W and this example has been 

very well crafted.” 



Water 

The Winner is Michael Burgess with “Evening Fisherman” 

 
 

The Runner-up is Valerie Ashby with “Drink me or eat me” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I thought a terrific 

amount of care had been 

put in to obtaining this 

image and was very 

impressed that it had 

been shot with a 

Smartphone.” 

“I felt this was an 

excellent, well 

thought out and well-

crafted image with a 

unique slant for the 

subject.” 



Open 
 

The Winner is Barb Dawe with “Cobden Beach” 

 

 

 

 

The Runner-up is Ivan Brocklehurst with an untitled image of a bright yellow flower 

 

 

 

Judges Commendation for the Best Group of pictures 
 

“I thought this was a fabulous picture. Excellently composed 

with a terrific level of detail and also shot with a Smartphone.” 

“I felt that this was an 

excellently observed and 

well-crafted shot that uses 

colour to create fantastic 

impact.” 



“My award for the best group of pictures goes to Rod Dengate. I loved the way the cows stood out in the 

Oxford Water Meadows, the B&W depiction of Mount Rushmore and the fantastic and close to my heart 

image of an Avro Anson.” 

 

   
 

 

 

 
 


