Ash & District
Newsletter
News Roundup
“A chocolate box of activities”
This was how a new member described the range of
activities we are now running.
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You may be aware of the new data
protection law that came into effect at
the end of May (General Data
Protection Regulation—GDPR).
The main purpose of this is to
protect the rights of members, staff,
customers and partners. Our policy for implementing
the new requirement is on our website. A summary is
on page 9.

To our current assortment of 29 we recently added
Badminton, and there is the possibility of a Singing
Group. However, if we are unable to find a new leader
for the Healthy Walking Group it will have to fold. Given As far as Registration is concerned, to meet the new
guidelines for data protection, there will be a new form
that a year ago its members were wandering among the
azaleas at Windsor Great Park this would be a great loss. and a separate one for Gift Aid. (both will be available on
the website). All you need to do is to fill it in correctly.
Chairman Stands Down
In April Jim Forsyth announced his intention to stand
down as Chairman, for personal reasons.

For those not on line we will send out application forms
with the Agenda for the AGM, and you can Register at
the AGM

Jim was voted in as chairman at the August 2016 AGM.

The AGM is a golden opportunity to meet members from
other groups, to find out more about their activities,
“I enjoyed my time as chairman as I had a very dedicated
and generally to enjoy a friendly atmosphere—
and hard working committee supporting me, which made
plus, there are refreshments.
my job easy. I would personally like to thank all of them.”
Our deepest thanks go to Jim for all his hard work and
dedication.

Our deepest thanks go to Derek Monds, who is standing
down as Leader of the Healthy Walking Group, and to
Jean Vickers who is retiring as Leader of the Bridge
Group. More on pages 6 and 7...

He remains an active member of Ash U3A. He has
agreed to be the website administrator, and the
Badminton Group that he started last month, and leads, In this Issue….
was his brainchild
The purpose of this newsletter is to bring you up date
with developments and to give you more information on
With Jim standing down, we are now looking for a new
our range of activities. Equally we want it to demonstrate
Chair. If you would like to be considered, or would like to the wide range of talents and abilities of our members:
nominate someone else, please let our Secretary, Anne
many of you have tried new things, not knowing if you
Everett—aeveritt1948@gmail.com—know
could do them, but have succeeded. We want to highlight
these.
_____
So we have started a new page—”Our Members…”
We welcome Gay Buckingham, who is taking over from which includes details of Jane Morgan’s Award, and a
highly amusing poem by Roger Moss. We want to have
Eileen Monds as Membership Secretary
more of your experiences, and successes. Please
send them to me.
Many congratulations to Jane Morgan. Jane was
awarded the Mayor of Guildford's award for
Our Website
Community Service. This was mostly for her work with
All national, regional and other events and activities are
the U3A, but also with her other hats -secretary of the
posted on our website. One new member described it as
Victoria Hall, Ash Museum trustee, and steward and
the best U3A site they had seen. So it is worth keeping
secretary of the Ash Photo Club. The award was at a
an eye on.
ceremony in Guildford (more on page 6)
We are coming up to our Membership Registration and
Annual General Meeting time. The AGM will be held at
the Ash Centre on Thursday 30 August. Registration will
start at 2pm, and the AGM at 3pm.

For those who are not on line, we will make sure you
receive newsletters, and information on Monthly Meetings
are posted on noticeboards, notably those at the Ash
and St. Peter’s Centres.

“Retirement was a cold bath—so I joined Ash U3A” - New member

Noticeboard
For your diary

Visit us at

Ash & District U3A
Annual General Meeting

Ash Village Fete
at

Thursday 30 August
Ash Centre
2pm Registration
3pm AGM
Refreshments

Ash Recreation
Ground
on

Saturday 14 July
12 noon to 4pm

Wanted
Ash & District U3A

Groups Looking for New
Members

Chairman

Bridge Group

If you are interested contact
Anne Everitt aeveritt1948@gmail.com

Wanted
Group Leader
for
Healthy Walking
Group

Do you play Bridge? Do you know someone who plays
Bridge?
How about joining Ash U3A Bridge Group which
plays friendly duplicate in Central Ash
on a Thursday evening?

By
End of July
Interested? Contact Sally Barnard

We start at 7 p.m. and play Duplicate Bridge at the
Victoria Hall in Ash Hill Road.

sallyb21@ntlworld.com

For more information please contact:

Wanted
Members
for

Leader:
Jean Vickers Tel : 07734 682912
E-Mail : jean.vickers44@btinternet.com
Co-ordinator: Brian Everitt Tel : 01252
342101
E-Mail : BCEveritt1@gmail.com

Singing Group

Learning is an ornament in
prosperity, a refuge in adversity,
and a provision in old age.”

Interested? Contact Sally
Barnard
sallyb21@ntlworld.com

― Aristotle
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Music Appreciation Group

Table Tennis II
Reporting on this new Group,
Leader, Alan Hayes says:

We are always very pleased to
welcome new members to our group.
We meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the
month in term time at St. Peter’s
We are well into our second
Centre. There is a charge each term to
term and I think I can say on
cover the cost of hiring the hall. We
behalf of all the group
mostly listen to classical music, which
members that we have enjoyed
is chosen and presented by one of the
our sessions and had a good
Group. However some members are happy to listen and
laugh. We are a very friendly group and we all play for
the enjoyment of the game, win or lose, which I do often. enjoy the choice of others. We always have time for a
cup of tea and biscuits and enjoy a chat with each other.
We would welcome 2 or 3 more members to the
group, so if you would like to play Table Tennis please
contact me—07770 598946. alanhayes1949@gmail.com
PS. Why not give us a try out? Just come to one of our
sessions, with no commitment —we would like to see
you.

Art and Painting for All
We are a small group of approximately 7-8 people who
get together and
do our own thing
using pastels
watercolour, oils,
acrylics, collage,
graphite and/or
colour pencils,
whatever takes
your fancy!
There is no formal
teaching but we
all stretch our legs
and offer
constructive comments as and when asked for. It is
therefore not for complete beginners, who will require
tuition, but those wanting some help we are always
happy to oblige and would love some more members.

Our final meeting of the term is on the 11th July.
Members are invited to bring along music of their choice
with a holiday theme and maybe talk about it or the
reason for the choice.
Contact— Pam Jarmain– 01252 325762
pamela.jamain1@btopenworld.com

Crafty Crafters
We meet monthly in a
member’s home to swap and
share ideas and enjoy our
interests in various crafts. We
are a fairly new group
seeking new members. Crafts
we’ve looked at so far include
Quilling, Knitting, Quilting,
Card Making and Decoupage.
Pictured are two examples of
our work.
We meet once a month on a
Wednesday morning:10am to
12 noon.
Contact—Chris Moss—
01252 312759 remtongham@yahoo.co.

Badminton

So if in the past, you have enjoyed painting or drawing in
any medium and want to take it up again or if you are
currently painting or drawing and need a bit of help to
learn more and improve, then please consider joining this
very friendly group that share their love of ‘Art for All’.

Jim Forsyth reports:
“The group is now up and
running and we are now
getting use to the new rules as
the scoring has changed since
nearly all of us last played.

Contact Iona Leith-Macgregor—01252 790959 or Ron
Jarmain—01252 325762

Our air shots are improving so
if you would like to join us
please get in contact.
Normandy Village Hall is a
great place to play with its high ceiling, and I defy anyone
to hit it.
If you want some exercise, marvel at my air shots, come
and join us.” For further information please contact Jim forsythj@virginmedia.com
When I was young I was called a rugged
individualist. When I was in my fifties I was
considered eccentric. Here I am doing and saying
the same things I did then and I'm labelled senile.
George Burns
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Around the Groups

So let’s not think ‘science and technology is not for me you’d be naked without it.

Looking back over the years our S&T Agendas’ have
included items on blood, life cycle of the caddis fly, safety
Poetry for Pleasure
of escalators, rainbows, various ingenious engines and much more. All at our
The Poetry Group had great fun just before Christmas
level, we have no slide rules, log tables
when we visited Waverley Grange
or crib notes. We don’t talk maths, we
Nursing Home in Farnham and presented
don’t do any ’working out’. Besides, the
a programme of light-hearted verse to
author here has serious concerns as
some of the residents. They responded
to his personal literacy! So we take
really enthusiastically, remembering
whatever comes, always light-heartedly
poetry from their youth, reciting favourite
and always for pleasure, and at comfortable depth.
poems and reading poems they had
brought to the meeting. We hope we may do it again this Of course life is not all about science and technology nor
year.
merely about clothing, but it is so much more than Brexit,
A few weeks ago some of us went to West End Centre,
Aldershot to enjoy a presentation of his own poems by
Roger McGough, accompanied by a trio of musicians
who set some of his poems and other well-known poems
to music. A wonderfully relaxing evening, enjoying poetry,
digested with a glass of wine!
Our minds were stretched when we attempted to answer
the poetry 2017 GCSE question paper recently; no
dumbing down in this subject and heartening to see the
breadth of poetry chosen for the syllabus.
Anne Hill Poetry for Pleasure Group Leader
coednanda@ntlworld.com

Science and Technology Group
Still running after some 7 or more years, our Science
and Technology Group continues to provide light relief
against the pressures of the current world. Some of our
present cohort are ex-scientists or ex-engineers, but most
of us are just non-technical people like you, interested in
the world about us other than the agendas’ peddled by
the media. We trade in truths.
If you think that ‘technology’ has no place in your world
then consider the clothes you are wearing. You will be
aware of the materials from which they are made, the
designs to which they are cut and the colours which you
feel enhance your persona. What you will likely not be too
aware of is the role that ‘technology’ plays in each of
these facets. Unless’ bespoke’, and few of us can afford
that, the skirt or jacket you are wearing is an engineering
product. You don’t see that in the department store ads!
If your garment is from natural fibre then an engineering
tool or process has been used to make it: mechanisms
such as shears harvest the wool or machines pick the

which has been foisted upon us to absorb all our waking
hours.
Take a break. Keep an eye on our web page for dates
of Meetings (monthly) and give us a try. We don’t
forecast a year ahead what we will be doing, we don’t
know, but rest assured we will be doing something every month and it will be interesting and worthwhile.
John Childs; S&T Group Leader
j.jf.childs@btinternet.com

Quiz Team
Our Quiz Team attend several quizzes a year in local
venues which raise money for local organisations, and
they take part in the annual U3A Challenge cup in Hartley
Wintney.
All quizzes charge an entry fee which is payable by the
individual (not the U3A) and winnings (often just
Smarties!) are kept by the individual.
“We are always looking for new members so if you are a
keen quizzer and would like to be added to a pool of
people who can be called upon to represent us, please
get in touch.
To get you into the
mood try these out…. “
(The answers are on
page 8)

1. Neptune has eight moons, what is the name
of the biggest one?
2. What is the minimum amount of games
required to play to win a set in tennis?
3. What is the capital of Jordan?
4. For which song did Bruce Springsteen win an
Oscar?
5. What is the only muscle in the body that is
only attached at one end?

cotton. More mechanisms card and spin the yarns or, if a
‘man-made’ fibre, a retort (chemistry) makes the base of Jane Morgan Group Team Leader
artificial filaments. Colouring the dun fibres requires
01252 311498 or janemu3a@gmail.com
more scientific and mechanical effort. Followed by a loom
to weave the fibre, and machines to cut the cloth and
machines to assemble the pieces and machines to sew
“Age is an issue of mind over matter. If you don’t
the parts together. Even if your brand is from the
mind
it doesn’t matter” - Mark Twain
emerging nations, factory processes will still be
dominant.
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Guide to an I-Pad

Social History Group

Group Leader, Vivienne
Scarfe reports:
“We are a small, fairly new
group who meet on the
first Thursday of the month
at my house. As most
people are still learning,
we are unable to accept
any new members at the
moment, however once
everyone gets more up to speed, we could add to numbers, as there will be more knowledge to go round!.”
However, for those who are looking to develop their
I-Pad skills Vivienne provides the following advice “Did you know that Apple offer free training
sessions at their stores?
They have classes on all the basics for total beginners,
intermediate and other specific classes for people who
are advanced users. There are also sessions on Apple
ID & i-cloud, how to organise your photos and much
more.

Social History Group outing to Upton House.
Forty five people
set off from Ash at
9am on the
morning of May
10th in, amazingly
for us, sunshine.
We arrived at
Upton House near
Edgehill in
Warwickshire at
11.20 to be
greeted by
volunteers who
introduced us to the house and gardens. We then spilt
up to explore the grounds, restaurant, shop and other
facilities.

The gardens were beautiful and magnificently designed
to fit the hilltop location. The group had exclusive use of
one of the tea rooms over lunchtime and it was good to
come together
and catch up.
These classes are 1-hour long and are taken by an
After lunch we
Apple team member – they are all friendly, helpful and
had timed acknowledgeable. The format is normally about 8 people
cess to the
house so that
seated round a big table with the Apple employee
explaining things which are shown on a large TV screen. people could
explore in small
All sorts of people go to these, although it is fair to say
groups.
that many are mature, and a bit worried that they will
know less than everyone else, so if you feel like this,
The house is
don’t worry – you are in good company! Don’t forget to decorated as it
take your iPad with you.
would have
Photos by members of the Group
been when it
If you are wondering where to start and what will be was bought by
useful……….
the last owner in 1927 and is beautifully evocative of
those times. It is easy to imagine a wealthy lady relaxing
This is probably because you have been given an iPad
in her sumptuous bathroom before
breakfasting on
by some well-meaning (and most likely young) relative.
the
terrace
to
the
sound
of
peacocks
and
sheep on the
Here are a couple of things which I personally think will
hills
in
the
distance.
It
also
contained
a
stunning
collecgive you a lot. You can add other things if you are
interested or have got the hang of things and are ready tion of original artworks; painting and porcelain.
to try something else Everyone had a lovely day, made even better by good
Catch up TV - e.g. BBC iPlayer, ITV hub etc. – there is weather and a traffic jam free journey.
one for most TV channels. It simply lets you watch TV
Jane Morgan Social History Group Leader
programmes that have already been on, a bit like when
01252 311498 or janemu3a@gmail.com
we used to tape them!

Quiz Poser

FaceTime – this is phoning someone but being able to
see them when you talk to them. They can also see
you. This is lovely if you have friends and family who
you don’t see often but like to keep in touch with. A lot
of people use it to see and chat to children and Grandchildren, who often don’t live close by. Normally
FaceTime runs over wifi, so it doesn’t even cost
anything!

Can you work out the title of the book?
(answer on page 8)

Internet and e-mail too of course, although I find most
people tend to be using this anyway, either on a laptop
or iPad.
Finally, don’t give up! There is so much these
things do, and like everything else, everything is
easy when you know how!”
You can contact Vivienne on viviennescarfe@ btinternet.com
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Our Members...
Isle of Wightmare
Many of our members have interesting stories to tell
inside and outside U3A, based on their knowledge and
experience. We want to draw some of these out, and
record their achievements.

I was high on Tennyson Down
I was gazing our to sea

Jane Morgan

My mind was far away as
My meandering thoughts ran free

Winner of The Mayor of Guildford’s Award for
Voluntary Service 2018

I was wrenched from my reverie
By a lemming like stampede
Of red squirrels heading for
The nearby cliffs at speed
What could be the reason?
For the anguish of their cries
For the sheer mindless terror

The Mayor of Guildford’s Award for
Voluntary Service is given to about
twenty people each year who are
nominated by their community. The
award is given by the Mayor of
Guildford at a ceremony in the town
and is a certificate to mark the
community’s appreciation.

In the vacuum of their eyes
Then I heard a mournful song
Blowing on the breeze
An unearthly hymn of grief
And my blood began to freeze
What could it be I mused

Jane’s was to celebrate the ten years she had been part
of Ash U3A, serving as secretary, chairman and currently
as trustee as well as leader of the Social History and
Quiz Groups.

Has someone woken the dead?
Has someone opened the gates of hell
And filled the world with dread?

The Award also noted her involvement with the
management of the Victoria Hall, Ash Museum and Ash
and District Photo Club, She describes it as “generally
poking my nose into whatever is going on in the village”
Or, in other words, making an invaluable contribution to
her community

It sounded vaguely familiar
It had a funereal feel
“My god it’s the Smiths!” I sighed
As things became surreal

“I was very surprised and honoured to be chosen.”

Then the sun began to fade

Derek Monds

The world became quite grey
And a wave of clammy darkness

Retiring Leader of the Healthy Walking Group

Swept across my day

Derek joined the group in January 2010. He had just
turned 65 and was beginning to gradually retire, although
had still not completely managed that. Took over the
group in September 2011 when Robin Francis stood
down as leader.

The moral of the tale is
When buying a mobile phone
Be oh so careful when
You choose YOUR ringtone

His favourite walk? “Difficult to choose as walking in and
around the Surrey hills there are so many lovely walks.”

By Roger Moss, from
his book of poems—
The Day of the
Dahlia. Roger is a
member of the Writing
for Pleasure Group

Most amusing? “A few of the group on a rather muddy
walk decided to take a short detour to avoid a particularly
muddy section. Unfortunately they then had to somehow
negotiate a rather deep ditch. One of the group, who
shall remain nameless, managed to get stuck with a foot
either side of the ditch, above the water level, but then
couldn’t move either foot without risking falling in the
water.
Naturally the leader with the assistance of a couple of
others came to their rescue and managed to help them
out without getting wet.”
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Jean Vickers
Retiring Leader of the Bridge Group
Jean first joined the Bridge Group when she first joined to…
the U3A in around 2002 She first became a leader in
about 2008 and remained as Leader for three years Then
in September 2016 her Group was again looking for a
new leader and as nobody stepped forward she offered
...and..
to do another year, and then further year.

Magna Carta

“My husband and I have been playing bridge for many
years and it became an important element of our social
life, particularly when our children were young: they are
now in their fifties. It is a great way to maintain existing
friendships and create new ones continually.
There is also the important aspect of keeping our brains
active as we get older. I think it is beneficial to learn
bridge because as we get older we may have physical
problems but still able to socialise and play bridge.

Big Ben
Our programme for the forthcoming months is

17 July

We have a friendly group in Ash who give support to
Brian Everitt and myself and I thank them for that. Brian
is an energetic and conscientious Director and it has
been enjoyable working with him for the last two years.

Exciting Wildlife from
around the world
By Tom Way

I am going to continue playing bridge with the group but
without the commitment of Leader.”
If

Odd-Ode

European Wildlife Photographer of the
Year for 2016

No meeting in August

18 September

A Sabre toothed newt
With a fetish for fruit
Attacked a pear with bravado
It wasn't until he'd eaten his fill
He realised it was avocado.

John Bowers - If only I knew
then…..

From Writing for Pleasure Group

John talks of his inside knowledge of the
criminal justice system and how he turned
his life around.

Monthly Meetings
by Judith Hill

16 October

you haven’t been to a monthly meeting, these give you
some idea of what they are like. Our speakers range from

Sailing across the Atlantic in a 65
foot Racing Yacht
By Mike Tozer

So give us a try. You will meet lots of members who are
in different U3A groups from yours. Enjoy a cup of tea or
coffee with them, and be entertained at the same time.

Pop music of yesteryear
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In Memorium

Ash & District U3A Committee
Chairman– Vacant

We are sorry to announce that the following
members have passed away:

Secretary—Anne Everitt—
aeveritt1948@gmail.com
01252 342101

Maggie Alexander
Colin Beer

Treasurer—Brian Everitt—
bceveritt1@gmail.com
01252 342101

Julie Bew
Bob Callander

Membership Secretary– Eileen Monds—
eileenmonds@sky.com
01252 337460

Sheila Lee

Shadow Membership Secretary—Gay
Buckingham—
b.v.buckingham@ntlworld.com
01252 656210

Links
U3A National office

Groups Coordinator—Sally Barnard—
sallyb21@ntlworld.com
01252 326074

www.u3a.org.uk
Surrey Networks

Venues and Bookings Secretary— Penelope
Thomsett—
penelope.thomsett@ntleworld.com
01252 655914

u3asites.org.uk/ surreyu3anetwork/home
Ash Parish Council

Speakers Secretary- Judy Hill—
judith.hill62@gmail.com
01252 336819

office@ashpcsurrey.gov.uk
Ash Wardens

Publicity Officers—Barry and Linda Sutlieff—
barrysutlieff@yahoo.com
01252 654727

AAVTWardens@guildford. gov.uk
Ash Museum

Non Committee Support

ashmuseum.org.uk

Equipment—Ron Jarmain
pamela.jarmain1@btopenworld.com
01252 325762

Don’t Forget
14 July

Ash Parish Fete. Ash
Recreation Ground
12 noon to 4pm

30 August

Ash & District U3A AGM
2pm Registration
3pm AGM

Refreshments—Pam Jarmain
pamela.jarmain1@btopenworld.com
01252 325762
Web Administrator -Jim Forsyth
forsythj@virginmedia.com
01252 342877

11 November Festival of Remembrance

This is your newsletter, so please send me as much
information about your activities as possible,
Just contact Barry Sutlieff—
barrysutlieff@yahoo.com -

Ash War Memorial
11am

Quiz Answers
1.

or ring - 01252 654727

Triton

2. Six
3. Amman
4. Streets of Philadelphia
5. The tongue
Quiz Poser
Heidi

Ash & District U3A

Web site — www.ashu3a.org.uk Tel — 01252 337460
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ASH & District U3A
Data Protection Policy
Introduction
On 25 May a new General Data Protection law came into effect. This is intended to increase the protection of the
rights of the public in the gathering, storage and management of personal information.
We in Ash U3A have developed, and are implementing, a policy to meet the requirements of the new law.
This note is a brief summary of our policy. A full version can be found on our website.
General guidelines that have been issued for committee members and group Leaders
This means

•

The only people able to access data covered by this policy should be those who need to
communicate with or provide a service to the members of the U3A.
•
Data should not be shared informally or outside of the U3A
•
The National Office will provide induction training to committee members and group leaders
to help them understand their responsibilities when handling personal data.
•
Committee Members and group leaders should keep all data secure, by taking sensible
precautions and following the guidelines below.
Strong passwords must be used and they should never be shared.
•
Personal data should not be shared outside of the U3A unless with prior consent and/or for
specific and agreed reasons.
•
Member information should be reviewed and consent refreshed periodically via the
membership renewal process or when policy is changed.
•
U3As should request help from National Office if they are unsure about any aspect of data
protection.

Our commitment to our members
The new law identifies 8 data protection principles. Our commitment to each of these will be:
Principle1 - Personal data will be processed lawfully, fairly and in a transparent manner
Principle 2 - Personal data will only be collected for specified, explicit and legitimate purposes and not
further processed in a manner that is incompatible with those purposes.
Principle 3 - The collection of personal data will be adequate, relevant and limited to what is
necessary compared to the purpose(s) data is collected for.
Principle 4 – Personal data held will be accurate and, where necessary, kept up to date. Every
reasonable step will be taken to ensure that personal data that are inaccurate are erased or rectified
without delay.
Principle 5 – Personal data which is kept in a form which permits identification of individuals will not
be kept for longer than is necessary.
Principle 6 - Personal data will be processed in accordance with the individuals’ rights.
Principle 7 - Personal data will be processed in a manner that ensures appropriate security of the
personal data, including protection against unauthorised or unlawful processing and against accidental
loss, destruction or damage, using appropriate technical or organisational measures.
Principle 8 - Personal data will not be transferred to a country or territory outside the European Union
unless that country or territory ensures an adequate level of protection for the rights and freedoms of
individuals in relation to the processing of personal data.
If you would like to have further information on our policy, our policy document or the requirements of the
new law, please contact our Secretary, Anne Everitt.
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Ash & District U3a Activity List

