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Keeping Safe 

 
Lockdown, Covid 19, Social 
Distancing, Zoom’ some words 
in everyday use these days, but 
who among us would have      
recognised them five to six 
months ago. Examples, I        

suppose, of how the ‘English’ language can quickly 
change and I wonder how much longer we will still 
be using them! 

Covid 19 has changed all our lives, no doubt for 
some more significantly than others. Cancelled     
holidays, queuing outside the chemist, trying to    
organise deliveries for groceries, not seeing friends 
or parts of our family and of course no U3A            
activities to take part in. Over the last couple of 
months, I’ve tried to keep members informed of little 
bits of  information in my emails and this newsletter 
will contain more news about what’s happened and 
what we expect in the coming few months.  

Committee changes . Judy Hill, who  has been our 
monthly meetings Speaker Organiser for 7 years 
and has done an excellent job finding those           
interesting and varied speakers,  is stepping down. 
I am very pleased to say that Jackie Hurr has,    
subject to AGM approval, agreed to join the      
committee and take on that role. But we still have 
two vacancies on the committee; we’ve not yet 
managed to replace Sally Barnard who retired at 
the end of 2019 and Barry  and Linda Sutlieff will be 
stepping down as publicity officers as of the      
summer.  

Strategy for Growth— is a new initiative national 
U3A have been developing to assist local U3A’s 
grow and develop; without new committee       
members we will not have the person power to 
make use of it. So if you want Ash U3A to continue, 
to progress, to grow and develop we need a       
minimum of another two new people on the       
committee, if anyone would be willing to think about 
joining the committee then do get in contact with 
me, you are seriously needed. 

AGM & Membership. The AGM will NOT take 
place in August this year; the committee are sure 
there will still be limits then on gatherings of that 
size,  especially for groups where a large proportion 
fall into the vulnerable category. We have decided 
not to set a new date yet but will continue to       
monitor the situation and will give plenty of notice    

               

of when the AGM will be held. With regard to    
membership, as a significant amount of money has 
not been spent over recent months due to no 
monthly meetings and with more reduced           
expenditure in the coming months  we were already 
in the  happy position of a healthy reserve. The 
committee have agreed that the membership fee 
paid for the current year (2019 – 2020) will cover a 
two year period, thus membership renewal will not 
now be due until August 2021. Any new people 
joining during the coming year will still naturally 
have to pay. 

Re-starting Meetings.  We continue to look to the 
Third Age Trust for advice in these matters and we 
receive regular updates from them; their advice is 
guided by government policy. Should any group 
wish to meet outdoors, up to 6 people only, I have 
guidelines for that situation and group leaders have 
been informed of that advice. 

I hope we will be back to seeing one another soon, 
but in the meantime do look after yourselves. 

The World is Crying 
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Judy Hill 
 
Judy  joined the U3A around 2011. In 2013 she   
became a member of the committee, “and straight 
into being speaker secretary”.  
 
“Before that I was working as a supply teacher in 
Frimley and Farnham and also my old school in 
New Haw, having taken early retirement.            
Specialities were languages, so they tried to put me 
in those classes, but I often ended up doing       
whatever was required, even year 11 football on one 
occasion, which was a bit of a doddle because they 
just organised themselves!  
 
I stopped abruptly at the beginning of 2008 when 
my husband passed away and I found that doing 
everything in the house and garden was enough to 
cope with. “ 
 
Judy joined the U3A for 2 reasons. “The first was 
that I wanted to join a walking group, and secondly I 
had lots of friends but none in my immediate    
neighbourhood. That was soon addressed because 
Ash U3A is so friendly, and now I know lots of     
people locally, although recent events have stopped 
me seeing most of them.”  
 
“My favourite speaker? That’s a hard one as I have 
enjoyed so many of them. When people return to 
talk again it’s an indication of their popularity. There 
was the odd one that hasn’t been back, but I’ve 
been happy with most of them.  
 
“I am pleased to say few things have gone wrong 
the most recent being when I had to drive Derek to 
his place of work to grab a projector before we could 
start the meeting.  
 
So, what will Judy do now? “Well, I’ll still be a     
member and will still walk and go to the monthly 
meetings, whenever that might be! I may join       
another group, because many of them look          
interesting.  
 
As many people know, I have no family locally so I 
spend quite a bit of time travelling to Sheffield/
Bristol/Newmarket at various weekends, and        
socialising with more local friends in the evenings, 
plus going to ballet, opera, the Proms and theatre. I 
can’t do that at the moment either, but there is more 
than enough being streamed to keep me going! I 
can’t forget wonderful holidays too, and I hope I’ll be 
able to resume that pastime next year.   Also, Surrey 
Heath Singers have been a source of great              
friendship and supported by several Ash U3A   
members. Of course I shall continue to sing with 
them ASAP.  

 
”That brings me to a big thank you to Ron Jarmain, 
who did a sterling job sorting out the audio        
equipment so reliably. Also to the rest of the        
committee for their support, especially on the odd 
occasion when I have been unable to attend. 
 
My deepest thanks also go Jackie Hurr, who has 
agreed to take over from me”.  
 

 
 
 
 

The following are examples of how groups have 
kept their members together during the lock down. 

 
Art and Painting for All 

 
One of the group, Richard Green, devised 
a painting puzzle for members to do     
during lock- down. He divided up one of 
his photographs of a railway signal box 

into 16 pieces, and then sent each member a 
piece . From this they were asked to paint their own 
picture on paper measuring 5 x 6 inches. After lock 
down, when they get together again they will see 
what the picture looks like. 

Judy Hill 
Retiring Speakers Secretary 

Organiser of over 70   
Monthly Meetings 

Around the Groups 

“Our human compassion binds us the 
one to the other – not in pity or           

patronizingly, but as human beings 
who have learnt how to turn our         

common  suffering into hope for the    
future.”                                                   

Nelson Mandela  
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Photography Group  
 
Rod Dengate writes “During these 
difficult times it is sometimes hard to 
understand and to come to terms 
with the events that are unfolding.  
Members of the Photography Group 
have had their share of emotions 

and it has been good to share them and draw     
support from each other.  
 
Gordon Holiday is home after spending weeks in 
intensive care with Covid 19 and is starting to get 
his strength back with the love and help of Brenda 
and his family. It is really great that he has           
submitted three photos for our 2020 Photo           
Competition.  
 
We still remain shocked and saddened by the news 
about Carole and Tony Edwards’ accident. Carole is         
recovering from her injuries at home but tragically 
Tony died from his injuries. Our love and support 
goes to Carole.  
 
I would like to thank all those members of Ash U3A 
for all their messages and good wishes that I have 
received. It has given me enormous                      
encouragement. I am nearly half way through my    
6-month chemotherapy treatment. I just can’t wait till 
the end of August when it finishes,  
 
Although unable to meet, the Photography Group is 
using current technology to carry on with as many 
aspects of our programme.  
 

Our May photo topic was ‘canals’ and some lovely 
photos were submitted by members:. These were 
sent out in bulletin form                                      

Hopefully these short Bulletins, circulated to the  
wider Ash U3A, will have been of interest to more 
than just Photography Group members. If you are 
interested in photography, whether you take photos 
with a sophisticated digital SLR camera, a neat little 
compact camera, a Smart phone or a tablet and 
would like to join us come along and see us at the 
AGM, hopefully in the autumn. 

 

 

 

Issue: WWII compared to today  
 
If WWII happened today... 
 

1.Can I have more clarity on the “Your    

country needs you” slogan? It’s too            

ambiguous and I’m confused.                                                                                                                           

2. Why aren’t you doing enough to prevent 

these air raids?                                                       

3. Does the siren apply to everyone?                                                                                       

4. There are only male and female toilets in 

the air raid shelter and I don’t identify as    

either.             

5. This respirator haversack has a leather 

strap and I’m a vegan.                                           

6. Why can’t I have almond milk on my ration 

card?                                                                

7. I find the term “black out” offensive.                                                                                      

8. I find the lack of colour options within      

military uniforms oppressive.                                            

9. Why didn’t we have stock piles of Spitfires 

at the start of this conflict? 

 

Anne Hill 
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Social History Group 

 

“Thoughts” 
           
         May 2020 
 

 From Anne: 
I’m not happy when young reporters in the 

paper and on television equate this time to World 
War II. For those of us who remember the war, this 
is nothing like those times. The one thing that came 
to the fore in the 1940s was the forming of groups to 
interact and become community minded. The    
community spirit is still alive of course, but           
everything has to be done at a distance, no mingling 
with like-minded people. 

Most of the population in the war consisted 
of women, old men and children – the young men 
having been sent to fight. They were the part of the 
population that in many cases did not survive.     
Today, it is again the young who are being          
sacrificed and who find survival the hardest. This is 
the time they should be getting their education – 
schools are closed; they should be making new 
friends and socialising – no clubbing; they should be 
travelling and learning independence – travel 
banned; they should be training for their future           
careers – colleges closed. Instead, they are            
incarcerated, frustrated and can only turn to        
technology to relieve their boredom; the technology 
their parents have spent years trying to wean them 
from.                                                                            

Oh yes, yet again the young are being       
sacrificed; we, the older generation, can cope pretty 
well under these conditions. Don’t feel sorry for me 
– I’ve had my day. Cry for your grandchildren!                                                                                                     

(A point about the Group—Irene has now 
introduced us to Zoom and we are able to hold 
‘almost real’ meetings. Our first meeting went well, 
reading and discussing favourite poems from our 
last few email meetings).”    
    

From Jill:                                             
 My thoughts on the Lockdown. I have had 
time to rethink my life and what is the best way     
forward. I will be giving up some interests and          
developing new interests. One is definitely walking, I 
have learnt so much about my home town and will 
be investigating further. So the history of Farnham 
will be a must. Definitely no more rushing around - a 
quieter pace is my focus. Fingers Crossed I can   
accomplish this! 

                                                                                           
 From Pam:                                                      
This was going to be such a great year with all 3 
boys visiting  from Australia with their families, my 
granddaughter's graduation, cousins also from    
Australia visiting, and 3 fantastic holidays 

booked.  Now nothing!  When we saw the New Year 
in at Thatcher's Hotel and danced 'till 1.00 am, I was 
so looking forward to 2020.   I suppose the worse 
thing is not seeing the boys and grandchildren.  It’s 
now 2 years since we were last in Australia         

From Pat: 
I feel so disappointed!  Lockdown has given 

me another “illness” called Lock-down-it is! I wake 
up feeling I am going to really do more today than 
yesterday – that cupboard desperately needs a 
good ‘clear out’!  I open the cupboard door, look at 
the masses of contents, shut the cupboard door and 
go and make a cup of coffee!  What about doing 
some tidying up in the garden – no, that will only 
aggravate the pain in my spine!  Oh well I’ll give my 
friend a ring – she is also suffering from this 
“Lockdownitis” so still no luck!  Suddenly I realise it 
is lunchtime and yes, I have not achieved any more 
than yesterday morning! Oh well there is always this 
afternoon! 

 
From Len: 
17 years ago I joined the ‘Monday Crew’, 

half a dozen retired Scout Leaders. But now it    
cannot ‘operate’!  We met every Monday and    
maintained Scout huts in our District, as and when 
needed.  We can’t wait to get together again (as are 
our wives)! Unfortunately one of our members and 
his wife caught the virus but are now ‘on the mend’!         
Recently he phoned, “Would I do some shopping for 
him” - two litres of Famous Grouse!”  

In the meantime, I have the odd job to keep 
me busy, rebuild side-gate, mend a fence, paint the 
shed doors, strip garden furniture – sand – varnish, 
prepare B.B.Q for summer, etc., etc. Take a trip to 
Tesco couple of times a week, call in at the Butcher, 
fix loose paving slab, prepare lecture on Brass 
Bands for Pam’s U3A Music Appreciation Group 
and household chores and so the list goes on and 
on .……  

From Peter:                                              
 “Life during this ‘lockdown’ has not changed 
my lifestyle very much.  I still take my little dog on a 
walk over the ranges and I have been very busy in 
my garden.” 

From Anon: 

“...there are downsides to the lockdown. No visitors 
are allowed so, I don’t get to see my beloved family; 
I can’t make any relaxing trips to London for         
galleries, exhibitions and long, lazy booze-filled 
lunches with my husband and friends.                   

But worst of all, at times, the guilt I feel at my good 
fortune is overwhelming; so much of our country is 
NOT having such an easy time of it. We are at last      
realising just how much poverty and deprivation 
there is, how little freedom if you can’t provide a 
meal for your family or if you live in two rooms with 
4/5 children, unable to access a garden or green 
space. Those of us living in this area should not 
dare to complain at this enforced isolation but we 
should count our blessings every minute of every 
day”.  
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   Garden Visits                                             
 Peter Barker,  

Joint Group Leader writes-  
 
“Unfortunately, due to the           
corona virus,  the lockdown, and 
social distancing, I cannot see us 

making any of planned visits this year, even though 
some of the venues may re-open in June and July.   
Social distancing alone makes car share impossible. 
Let’s hope things change. 
 
 After lockdown, the must Gardens to visit would be - 

Wisley Gardens, Wisley RHS 
West Green House Harley Wintney NT 
Woolbedding Gardens Midhurst NT 

 
 

 National Gardens Scheme well worth looking at     
Virtual Garden Visits 
Link -  https://ngs.org.uk/virtual-garden-visits/ 
 

Book Review 
by David Murray 

Leader Book Circle 

 

The Murder on the Orient Express              

by Agatha Christie 

 

This is probably one of Agatha Christie’s 
best known novels, which has been filmed 
on more than one occasion. The story is 
that a wealthy American has been murdered 
in his sleeping compartment on the Orient 
Express, whilst it is trapped by a snowdrift. 
Poirot is asked to investigate by a Director 
of the company, which he does in his      
normal style, interviewing all the other    
passengers in that first-class carriage, and 
looking at the physical evidence (including 
red herrings of course). He finds that all the 
other travellers have reason to hate the    
victim, mainly because of his involvement in 
a child kidnapping for which he escaped   
justice. 

In the usual Christie style, there is a limited 
pool of suspects, all with a motive and the 
opportunity to commit the deed, and Poirot 
has to sort out what actually happened, 
working through their lies and half truths. 
There is also a stopped timepiece which can 
be guaranteed to be misleading. The railway 
company director acts as a ‘straight man’ 
and assistant  in Poirot’s investigation,     
rather like Hastings does in other Poirot 
books. The characters are somewhat 
sketchily drawn and stereotypical, but      
despite this and the now dated descriptions 
the plot remains credible. 

Even knowing the solution I was able to   
enjoy the way Christie develops her charac-
ters and hastens the storyline along, with 

Poirot eventually 
working out what hap-
pened. 

The Book Circle     
members enjoyed this 
thoroughly, giving 
scores of 8 and 9, with 
an     average of 8.7, 
and    described the 
book as “engrossing, 
gripping, intriguing 
and   surprising”. 

Wisley Rose Garden RHS             West Green House NT  

Woolbedding Gardens Midhurst NT  

 
 

 

 

Where a local U3A is nomi-
nated at the time of booking, 
Riviera Travel makes a      
contribution to the local U3A. 

So by nominating Ash U3A at 
the time of booking, you can 
help Ash U3A at no cost to 
yourself. 

Note for Members 

https://ngs.org.uk/virtual-garden-visits/
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        Theatre Group 
 

               On-Line Theatre 

With regard to the  

If you want to keep in touch with the theatre there 
are a few items you can find on-line if you can     
access ‘U-tube’.    Not all of it is free of course. 

The National Theatre’s U tube is free and they are 
streaming plays on a weekly basis :  . 

The Royal Opera House on Facebook and 
YouTube is also free,   

Amazon Prime has a selection of films and if you 
are already a Prime member you have 30 days to 
watch a selection of films for free. 

Anyone who has Sky TV will already, I am sure, be 
aware of the availability of films to them. 

Happy watching. 

 

Poetry for Pleasure 
 

To write poetry ‘you only need a knowledge of 
the alphabet and be able to pick up pen &       
paper’   -    Simon Armitage our Poet Laureate 

 

 Over 2019-20 the group continued to enjoy a 
wide selection of subjects – we spent time with the 
new generation of poets and in January a small 
group of us attended the T.S. Eliot prize-giving in 
the Festival Hall, listening to these modern poets 
reciting their winning verses; Mick Hills introduced 
us to the poems of Leonard Cohen, accompanied 
by his own music, and we met our new Poet        
Laureate, Simon Armitage, (through his poetry of 
course). 

 The Spring term was taken over by the 
members. Each one chose her/his own theme and 
planned their presentations, a great variety:         
Humour, ‘Feathers Everywhere’, Connection Surrey, 
The Year in Poetry, W H Davies, Benjamin        
Zephaniah and Creation. We had no sooner begun 
the Summer Term when the axe fell ……………..  

 To date, the poetry group has kept on top of 
things. We contact each other regularly and it is 
lucky we are such a small group, as this helps to 
make our virtual contact easy during the lockdown.  

 We are still having our fortnightly meetings, 
through emails of course. I still send a selection of 
poems every two weeks on a particular theme and 
members can read/print them as they wish. To date 
we have had these themes – Spring, Solitude, Maya 
Angelou and Poets Laureate (from 1631 to the    
present day). In the pipeline are Jackie Kay, Christy 
Brown, The Two Thomas’s – R.S. & Edward, Battle 
Poems. That seems plenty to keep us occupied. 

We share anything of interest that comes our way 

and Mick Hills, our singer/composer, has kept us 
supplied with performances of his own compositions 
and old well-known songs. 

Here are two topical poems:  

 
 

A Virus 

A virus – just a simple thing,                                  
Not animal nor yet a plant 
So small its spikey surface 

Is invisible to all. 
 

But oh, what pain and suffering 
It’s caused when it should lie 

On surfaces or in the air we breathe. 
And so the fight begins. 

 
From some it takes their life 

From others strength or hope.                             
Companionship, support of friends,  

A grandchild’s hug are lost to keep us safe.           
So hard sometimes to bear. 

 
A smile – such a simple thing.  

A word of thanks or wave, 
A favour done, re-kindled love, 

Will help us win the day. 
   Angi Bunyan 

Our Youth 

It’s not so very hard                                         
to sit and dream                                              
of friends apart                                             
and places seen.                                        

We’ve had our day;                                                          
no special care is needed                               

for the old and grey.                                               

It is the young                                              
who suffer at this time of woe.                           

They cannot move;                                      
they who have far to go                                    

– places to see,                                           
honours to win,                                                 

new friends to make. 

It is for them our hearts should                         
break - to kill this virus that                              
afflicts us all – it is the young                          

caught up within its thrall. 

    Anne Hill 

“Nothing in life is to be feared, it is 
only to be understood. Now is the 
time to understand more, so that 
we may fear less.” 

Marie Curie 

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/marie-curie-quotes


7 

 

 

 

 

 

My secret ambition is to 
kill next door’s cat. The 
only problem I have is not 
getting caught, and more   
importantly, not having 
him suffer. I know, that 
sounds odd, but basically 
I am a  humane person 
and I generally love all of 
God’s creatures. Well, in 
fact, that isn’t true. I can 

see no use for slugs or snails, and have been 
caught killing both; and my attempts to teach snails 
to fly fail miserably. What do I do? I throw them as 
far into the air as I can, sometimes even helping 
them by bouncing them off car roofs first, but I have 
to tell you, they are aerodynamically useless. Still 
the birds get an easy meal. 

You are obviously wondering what I could possibly 
have against next door’s cat. In fact he is a very 
nice cat, he is a huge and very lean ginger tom, 
and his name is Bob. It is just his nature I know, but 
he has got to be stopped. He craps in my rose bed 
and he kills the birds while they eat from my bird 
table. Yes, I know. If I positioned it better he could 
not get at them.  

He is one of the smartest cats I have ever known, 
and I have known a few. He even teamed up with 
the other local cats and formed a terrorist gang. My 
neighbours on the right (he lives on the left), have 
one of those rotating washing lines. Personally I 
don’t think they work very well, I still use a line 
strung up between two of my trees. After all if it 
was good enough for my mother, it is good enough 
for me.  So where was I? Oh yes, the washing line. 
After removing the dry clothes my neighbour would 
close the line and suspend nut baskets from each 
corner. Bob, soon found the flaw in this plan and, 
gathering two of his mates, they would wait until 
the birds swooped down to eat, then they would 
knock the pole catching the birds in a tangle of line. 
Disaster! They were trapped, long enough for one 
of the cats to catch them. I told you he was clever! 

My plans were further hampered by the fact that he 
knows I dislike him, so he never comes anywhere 
near the house when I am about. This means that 
feeding him the odd titbit laced with poison simply 
will not work. Not only that, he has a very strong 
sense of smell. I have even tried to stop his 
scratching in the rose bed by acquiring large 
amounts of tiger poo from the local zoo. How did I 
get that you may ask? Well, that is a story for     
another day, suffice to say he was not fooled for a 
minute, and continues to use the bed as his        
personal bathroom. 

So you can see my problem, can’t you? Can you 
help?  I am getting desperate. 

A friend told me that if I had a cat of my own Bob 
would respect my boundaries. I thought this must 
be worth a try. So, one morning beside the shed I 
placed a large mirror, one of those that make the 
image appear larger. I’m convinced Marks and 
Spencer have them in their dressing rooms when 
ever I try on something new. Bob came over to  
perform his ablutions and noticing the mirror went 
over to see what it was. Fail! He stood there   
preening himself, thinking it was a new queen    
obviously looking for his favours. He actually got as 
far as scent- marking it. 

So you can see my problem, 
can’t you? Can you help?        
I am getting        desperate. 

 

 

Guess the Birdsong 

Peter Stratford  recorded the dawn chorus on the 
edge of the ranges in April.                                     
“I hope the sounds of the dawn chorus in April 
brought some pleasure to you in this time of social 
isolation. Luckily the birds in the woods on the 
edge of the Ash Ranges don’t suffer the same  
worries as us humans. 

Now, in late May, the vigour of the dawn chorus is 
abating but there are still some beautiful songs to 
be heard on most late afternoons as the song 
thrushes and blackbirds proclaim their territory. 

I have been getting up early for the last few years 
on a Sunday morning to record the dawn chorus in 
my back garden, before the jets start queuing up to 
land at Heathrow and destroy the dawn ambience 
with their noise pollution. Not so this year, as there 
were hardly any planes landing at Heathrow all 
day! 

Allen Mead responded with the best list of identified 
birds. I reckon that the following were in the mix: 
Robins, song thrush, blackbirds, wood          
pigeons, gold finches, dunnocks and blue tits 

Later in the day I caught a couple of the performers 
on camera - 

 

Our Members 

MY SECRET AMBITION 

By 

Penny Thomsett 

 Female goldfinch 
My resident female robin 

– suffering from a poor     

“lockdown” hairdo! 
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What number should appear in

the bubble with the ? label ?

Hints: 
1) May not be as easy  as it looks!
2) You need to pursue the bubble chain to it’s end

Answers 

 

 

 

Find the Animal 
1,    ? Rock, Elton John 

2. ? Shoes, Jimmy Nail 

3. Little Red ?, Rolling Stones 

4. Who let the ? Out, Baha Men 

5. Crazy ?, Osmonds 

6. Eye of the ?, Survivor 

7. ? Feet, Mud 

8. The ? sleeps tonight, Tight Fit 

9. ? ? Everley Brothers 

10. ? with no name, America 

11. What’s new ?, Tom Jones 

12. ? Music, Adam and the Ants 

13. Rockin ? Jackson Five 

14. Hungry like a ?, Duran Duran 

15. Nellie the ?, Toy Dolls 

16. ? Chorus, Paul McCartney 

17. Theme from ?, Barry Gray Orchestra 

18. Theme from ? Hunter, John Williams 

19. I’m a ?, Flanders and Swan 

20. Ugly ?, Mike Reid 

Penny Thomsett 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Science and Technology Group 
Find the Number (below) was           
submitted by Bill Stone MIET.  

Bill has been a keen member of the   
Science and Technology Group for 
seven or eight years and of the       
Rambling group for somewhat longer.  

 Until quite recently he took on the job of finding a 
puzzle every month with which to rack the brains of 
the S&T members. This puzzle is one of those.  

Bill worked in the electronics industry for over forty 
years in a succession of roles ranging from wireman 
to   principal engineer. His work ranged over         
assembly, testing, commissioning, design,            
programming and project management in diverse 
areas of electronics. 
 

Bill and Joyce have been married for nearly fifty 
years and have a grown up son and daughter and a 
granddaughter.  

Bill says  this is probably his favourite puzzle. It was 
devised by Nobuyuki Yoshigahara (commonly 
known as "Nob"), who lived from May 27, 1936 – 
June 19, 2004) He was probably Japan's most      
celebrated inventor, collector, solver, and            
communicator of puzzles. Nob graduated from the 
Tokyo Institute of Technology in applied chemistry 
He was a in high school teaching as an educator of 
chemistry and mathematics.  

Answers belo
w 

 

1.    Crocodile 

2. Crocodile 

3. Rooster 

4. Dogs 

5. Horses 

6. Tiger 

7. Tiger 

8. Lion 

9. Bird Dog 

10. Horse 

11. Pussycat 

12. Ant 

13. Robin 

14. Wolf 

15. Elephant 

16. Frog 

17. Stingray 

18. Deer 

19. Gnu 

20. Duckling 

  Find the Number 

See page 12 for the answer 

Odd Ode 
 
 
 

        
 

My Mexican girlfriend 
    And this is the truth 

    In the middle of her mouth 
    Has just one tooth 
    And if in the street 
     You ever greet her 
      You must shout out 

     Hi there Juanita 
                               
                 Roger Moss 



9 

It was the worst of times…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                     …..it was the best of times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Despair to Elation 

Dunkirk to VE Day 

May was notable for the commemoration of the 75th 
Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day. June          
commemorated  the 80th Anniversary of  Dunkirk 
and the Battle for France. 

Some of our members looked into their family       
histories, with the following results. 

Dunkirk 

John Childs writes that he had 3 uncles serving at 
or around Dunkirk. “None of them made more than 
the merest mention of the matter thereafter, but 
snippets are still remembered.  

“One arrived at his doorstep the day after             
repatriation, in a still damp uniform. He had spent 
three days on the beaches, in and out of the water, 
until finally finding a place (an area to stand and 
shiver) on the deck of a rescue vessel. Recall and 
remobilisation was almost instantaneous and all 
three survived, but none made old bones. Many of 
our generation will be able to recount similar in-
stances. 

Our entire continental army was in disarray, with 
much of its transport and weaponry about to be  
captured and destroyed, with the remaining larger 
French forces similarly subjugated. Despite the   
heroic beach evacuation, some 40,000 British 
troops and a similar number of French were left at 
Dunkirk or close by after 4th June.  

 

The Forgotten 

Barry Sutlieff  says that his father was in a Signals 
unit supporting the RAF at Rheims. When the     
Germans invaded the unit was told to make its way 
to the nearest port—having to buy their own petrol 
on the way—which was St. Nazaire, over 400 miles 
away. As they neared the port, they were slightly 
delayed with the result they failed to board a large 

passenger liner sent to 
evacuate those left in 
France.  

This was the Lancastria 
which was sunk with the 
estimated loss of 4000 
lives, the biggest naval  
disaster in British history. 
My father eventually      

arrived home at Plymouth on 19 June—two weeks 
after Dunkirk. 

It is not always realised that after Dunkirk there 
were still some 140 000 troops left in France and 
the  arrangements made to evacuate  them were as     
impressive as those of Dunkirk. For example           
Operation Aerial, speedily mounted, lifted 57 000 
troops from St Nazaire within four days. Little        
attention has ever been given to this achievement 

John Childs—”A lesser mentioned matter concerns 
the heroic efforts to frustrate the otherwise rapid  
advance of the enemy forces in the  days prior to 
mass evacuation. Soldiers of a British Battalion had 
been given the task of holding for as long as        
possible nearby urban areas and assets. This troop 
became isolated from their unit while they occupied 
and defended a farmhouse against an attack by  
enemy forces in the village of Le Paradis.  
 
After running out of ammunition, the 99 remaining 
soldiers surrendered to the enemy who promptly 
murdered them all, bar two who were presumed 
dead. The surviving two were captured by other  
enemy forces a few days after and went into       
captivity. One had suffered severe leg wounds, and 
was repatriated to England after a considerable   
period in exchange for similarly wounded enemy 
soldiers. His account of the dreadful massacre was 
not believed.  
 
Only when the second survivor returned home at 
the wars end and verified the story was it acted    
upon. After investigation the enemy commander 
was identified and brought to trial in Hamburg. He 
was found guilty and hanged. The matter became 
known as Le Paradis Massacre.  

Memories 

June 1940 

May 1945 

Scandal                                                           
Some 400 000 service men and women were in 
France in 1940, many fought valiantly. Few           
received any recognition for their service—to this 
day a scandal of the time. 

The Lancastria 
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Wartime Evacuation of Children 

Over 3 000 000 people were evacuated during the 
war, many of them children, Pauline Hunt won a 
prize for an interesting take on one aspect - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Air Raids 

Pauline Hunt discovered a letter from her mother 
which describes a night in an Andersen Air Raid 
shelter “at the bottom of the garden”. One child 
(David) “shared a cot with our neighbour’s little boy 
aged 3 1/2 , one each end of a full sized cot, while 
the 4 parents slept on the mattress on the floor of 

the shelter, until one morning we awoke to find the 
mattress soaking wet. Water had come up through 
the shelter flooring. So we all had to resort to going  
back to the houses. David slept in the pram, with the 
hood up, and a wood shelf balanced on top.      
Sometimes we all slept on the floor under the dining 
table. At least our heads were safe.” 

D-Day 

Pam Jarmain’s uncle, Frank 
Spurge, who had emigrated to 
Canada in the 1930s, joined the 
Dundas and Glengarry         
Highlanders and came back to     
England with the 3rd Canadian      
Infantry Division in 1941 

“In 1944 the Division set sail for Normandy from           
Portsmouth. Despite the heavy losses of landing 
craft and heavy defensive gun fire from coastal    
positions to hinder them, Frank landed on JUNO 

Beach with the Highlanders of the 9th Brigade.    
Following a day of severe fighting they managed to 
reach within four miles of Caen. 

Pam says that Frank appeared to have a              
premonition of his death. “He told my mother during 
his last visit before D-Day that he didn’t expect to 
return from France. On Sunday, 11 June Frank was 
killed in action only five days after landing at JUNO. 

“He now lies in the Canadian       
Military Cemetery for JUNO Beach 
at Beny-sur-Mer. 

“On his gravestone the inscription 
placed there by Aunty May [Franks' 
wife] reads: “For you, Frank, Peace’: 
for Me, Everlasting Memories 

Anderson Shelter 

The Canadians at Omaha Beach 

Beny-sur-Mer 
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“Yes I well remember D-Day, 6th June 1944”, 
writes Trevor Brodrick.  “I was 15 at that time 
and not very well.. Some of my school friends 
came out in spots - nasty angry looking things all 
over their face and body.. Not for me - my blood 
poisoning was internal and diagnosed as          cel-
lulitis something or other under the skin of my face 
and treated with hot poultices - what a sight  !  A 
Great Aunt from Sussex to the rescue. Why not go 
to the peaceful countryside of Sussex for a com-
plete rest. 

  

“During the morning, we caught a bus from       
Addlestone to Guildford only to find all local   
coaches had been taken to move troops; likewise 
the trains.  After much delay and a lot of             
negotiating, we travelled on a train to Haywards 
Heath, but by a roundabout route. The last part of 
the journey was in an open cart pulled by a      
farmers tractor. All the roads, indeed everywhere, 
there were troops and military vehicles on the 
move and remarkably all were cheerful, bragging 
what they would do to Mr Hitler and Co. when they 
got across the Channel - little concern that many 
would not return at all or be seriously injured for 
life. 

 There was a mix of English, Canadian, American 
and other service men  and I particularly            
remember we were  never short of a friendly    
conversation or indeed chocolate bars and        
candies.  However it was far from peaceful.” 

VE Day 

“I remember the Day fairly clearly”, Trevor Bro-
drick says For a few days before there had been 
rumours and counters rumours, so when the                    
announcement was imminent, together with      
several school friends we decided to go to       
London.  We were all in pre-service cadet units so 
there was a mix of navy blue, air force blue and 
army uniforms (mine was naval as I had joined the 
Sea Cadets).  A motley mix—and no train fares 
charged for those in uniforms.  I recall going to 
Trafalgar Square, and so dense was the crush that 
I was able to be swept along without my feet on 
the ground at times.  Everybody was happy with 
some doing ridiculous things, such as climbing up 
lamp posts, etc. Food was readily shared and 
many of the cafes and restaurants would not 
charge.  The same applied to the wet stuff and by 
the time we arrived at Waterloo to travel home, our 
little group were far from sober.” 

VE Day Knickers 

Pam Jarmain was 4 years of age on VE Day.      
“I can remember street parties, and was surprised 
when I saw a   piano in the middle of our road in 
Ilford with tables covered in sheets ready for a   
party.  My Mum made me a dress for the event, 
and I was so thrilled that she also made me 
knickers to match and I went round showing 
them to everyone.”   

         Never give in 

“This is the lesson: never give 

in, never give in, never, never, 

never, never — in nothing, great 

or small, large or petty — never 

give in except to convictions of honour and 

good sense. Never yield to force, never yield 

to the apparently overwhelming might of the 

enemy.”                   Winston Churchill 
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Regrettably we are unable to say when the next 
Monthly Meetings will be, but keep the following 
dates in your diary - 

 

Tuesday 15 September 

Fran Sandham "Dr Livingstone, I presume" 

 

Tuesday 20 October                           
Andy Thomas "Unexplained mysteries and       

cover-ups"                                                      

 

Tuesday 17 November 

Claire Nethersole “Antibiotics”                                   
A talk about antibiotics, antibiotic resistance, 
and what is being done to address the problem.  

 

Tuesday 15 December                          
Ann Chance. "Saddle Sore in Montana" 

2+7+4+5 =

1+8+3+9 =

2+1+3+6 =

1+2+2+8 =
1+3+2+1 = Hooray!

Created by:
Nobuyuki Yoshigahara

芦ヶ原伸之
1936 - 2004

=7+2+9+9

If you try the obvious approach
e.g. 99 - 72 = 27,

45 – 27 = 18 etc. etc.
You will find it all goes wrong on
the final bubble!
Needs some really lateral thinking!

  Find the Number 
                                   Answer                                                  

 Thank you to Bill Stone, Science and Technology Group 

Help Wanted 

We need two new         

committee members 

  

     - Group            

    Secretary 

- Publicity 

 

If you are interested 

or know of someone 

who might be, 

please ring me 




Monthly Meetings by       
Jackie Hurr  

 You gain strength, courage, and        
confidence by every experience in which you 
really stop to look fear in the face. You are 
able to say to yourself, 'I lived through this 
horror. I can take the next thing that comes 
along.'                                      
Eleanor Roosevelt  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/eleanor-roosevelt-quotes

