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Issue 9 
June 2021 

View from the Chair 
 
Hi Everyone 

I hope you are all beginning to enjoy the extra freedom we are starting to have now that 
the Covid restrictions are easing, and we look forward to hopefully more of the group 
activities commencing soon. In this chairman’s bit I’m including information to bring 
you up to date on some important matters. 

I met (via Zoom) with a good number of group leaders earlier in May and, with the ex-
ception of the few groups that are already able to meet outdoors, all are planning to re-
start in September, government guidelines permitting, which is good news. As I’m sure 
you can image quite a bit of work will be needed, contacting venues re bookings and 
going through requirements for the use of the buildings etc which Penny our venues co
-ordinator along with the group leaders will be doing. Your group leaders will be in 
touch with you in the coming weeks. 

I understand that the Parish Council are considering having a village fete this year on 
July the 10th, if they do then we will have a pitch as usual. Help manning the stand on 
the day will be needed and more information will be sent out when known. 

Many of you will have heard about the ‘u3a Beacon’ database that we use for keeping 
membership details etc. We are now making available a feature known as ‘The Mem-
bers Portal’ where members can check what records we hold about them and update 
those details should they need to. A link to this feature is now on the Ash u3a website, 
on the ‘About Ash u3a’ tab, look for the Update Membership Details link. Do have a look. 
To access you will need to enter your Membership Number, Forename & Surname, Post 
Code & email address. We will send everyone an email soon after the distribution of 
this newsletter to remind everyone of their information. The Security Question at the 
bottom of the page is only relevant to group leaders and committee members. 

Our AGM once again will be an on-line event via Zoom and full details will be sent out 
by Anne (our Secretary) nearer the time. Consequently, members will not be able to re
-new membership at an AGM. The committee have decided therefore to have two op-
tional methods of renewing membership. 1] An on-line method which is our preferred 
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option or 2] By completing and returning a printed form as before. The online method will 
be available via the ‘the Members Portal’ as mentioned above from August. More details 
will be made available when information about the AGM is sent out. The committee have 
also reviewed our financial situation and have decided that, following the free year we 
have just had, the membership fee for the coming year will be £12, more details will be in 
the trustee’s report to the AGM. 

Finally, will you all give some serious thought to nominations for our committee. We’ve 
operated this year at minimum numbers, so a few more on the committee would enable 
us to function more effectively. We also need to elect a NEW CHAIRPERSON as my three-
year term of office ends. Could you take a turn on the committee or do you know some-
one who would? Please contact me or the secretary if you have any ideas. 

Best Regards & hope to see you all soon. 

Derek Monds  

——————————- 

Singing for Pleasure Group 

Following the sad death of Les Billig, leader of the Singing for Pleasure group, the 
group urgently seeks the help of any piano player for the resumption of meetings, 
hopefully in the autumn. The group usually meets fortnightly, 1030-1200,  at Tong-
ham Village hall, where a piano is available. For more information and expressions 
of interest  please contact Danny Matthews, via the Ash U3A Publicity email ad-
dress—publicity@ashu3a.org.uk.  

 

——————————- 
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The Book Circle Group 

The group has shared with us a review of one of their books, that they 
have reviewed. 

The Keeper of Lost Things by Ruth Hogan 
This book is about a writer, Anthony, whose fiance suddenly died 
many years ago. He feels guilty as he did not get to her in time, 
and he lost a keepsake that she gave him. As a form of penance, 
he collects things that people have dropped or thrown away, and 
carefully records them so that one day they can be reunited with 
their owners. He writes and has published stories based on the 
objects, imagining how they came to be lost. When he dies he 
leaves his house to his faithful assistant, Laura, on condition that 
she makes her best efforts to reunite the lost things with the 
owners. She works with the gardener and a lovely young neigh-
bour called Sunshine who has Down's syndrome to set up a web-
site to assist in this process. There is a secondary tale about a 
publisher, by mischance not Anthony's publisher, and his young 
assistant, and by means of coincidence these two stories combine at the end, after he 
has also died. Both of the older single men have young loyal female assistants, but the 
relationships are platonic, rather like father/daughter. 
 
This is a lovely book, a light summer read, with the various plot lines are tied up nicely at 
the end. But it is possible that some people might find it a bit too sweet. The members 
of the Book Circle enjoyed it, describing it as heartwarming, sensitive, emotional and 
fun. 

—————————— 

Quiz Time  

The London Underground 

1/  What colour is the Northern Line 

2/  How old is the underground 

3/  How many stations are in the system 

4/  Which is the deepest station 

5/  Which station has the longest escalator 

6/  Who designed the London Underground map 

7/  Which was the 1st line and stations to be opened 
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8/  2 stations have all the vowels, which two 

9/  What is cockney slang for The Tube 

10/  which is the only grade 1 listed sta-
tion 

11/  How many different coloured lines 
are there. 

 Answers at the end of the newsletter! 

 

Theatre Group 

Like most groups, the pandemic has meant that activi-
ties have had to be curtailed or cancelled. 

In between lockdowns the group did manage to visit 
Princes Hall Films, which the group found convenient 
(the drink and cake, included in the admission price, 
was a bonus!). 

—————————— 

——————————- 

Social History Group 

In January the committee realised that the Social History Group had lain dormant for 
nearly a year and it was time we did something about it. Luckily, on the committee, 
we have a technical wizard, Peter, who volunteered to set up monthly zoom meetings 
to help us get back to some sort of normality. 
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 We decided our first theme should be the 
History of Radio, as during this time it was prob-
able that many of us had been using this almost, 
in this ‘techno’ age, outmoded device more than 
usual. I should say here that with each of our 
meetings Peter always manages to find film 
clips to illustrate our topic and we are very 
grateful to him. So for this meeting we began 
with a film clip of radio’s early days and then 
with the history and the very large part John 
Reith played in its development. Members told 
us their memories of listening and it was inter-
esting, but not unexpected, to note that on the 
whole we don’t listen to radio as much as we did 
years ago. 

 Our next meeting was themed ‘Hobbies 
(old & new) that Helped during Lockdown’. Once 
again, Peter found clips of various strange and 
‘wonderful’ hobbies (e.g. ironing while floating in 
mid-air), members entertained us with their choices - amateur radio, knitting, collecting 
Marmite memorabilia, reading, collecting knitting patterns, scouting during lockdown - and 
Jill discovered a new talent as a compere, proving to be a natural before the camera. 

 In April we were lucky enough to have an outside speaker, Jo Livingstone, the U3A 
subject adviser for Living History. Her theme was ‘Living History – there’s a lot of it about’. 
She gave us a very lively and interesting talk on writing our own life histories, with many 
tips on how to approach the subject. 

 Our May meeting, still to come, and thinking of the possible freeing from lockdown, 
will be based on ‘Coping with Lockdown’ – general observations, how we felt, what has 
been difficult, how we’ve dealt with it. 

 In June Peter intends to show a video ‘Living Without Plastics’, and in July we hope to 
show a film ‘ Seaside Memories 1930’s – 1960’s’. 

 I think you’ll agree that while we ‘slumbered’ in 2020, we are now wide awake and 
‘raring to go’ for the rest of 2021.     

—————————— 
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Singing for Pleasure 

It’s hard to believe, but this group has spent almost half of its short life in lockdown. 
Started by Ian Thornton-Bryar, but musically led by Les Billig from the outset, this 
small group met fortnightly at Tongham Village Hall until lockdown intervened. Most 
importantly we all enjoy singing, just for the sheer pleasure of it, but boosted by Les 
Billig and his sheer enthusiasm and sense of fun. This continues to inspire us following 
the sad news of his recent death. 

 

Les already had a collection of songs that he used at various venues, and gradually we 
added to those songs from our own collection of memories. We don’t read music, so 
the piano playing by Les was critical to keeping us together. We’ve never aimed at 
perfection, simply satisfaction at singing out loud (within limits of health and age), in 
relative unison. We sing a mixture of songs from old standards, some of which were 
popular in our childhood, through pop songs of our teens and more modern hits that 
continue to be popular on stage and radio.  

 

Where necessary 
many of us have 
taken turns in 
leading the singing, 
especially if Les 
was absent, but 
more recently 
when attempting 
to sing via Zoom. 
Not all of our 
members wanted 
to join Zoom ses-
sions in lockdown, 
but we got into the 
habit of having short weekly sessions, which in retrospect proved to be a lifeline in 
getting through 
the iso- lation. 

—————————— 

Garden Visits 

My name is Adrienne Evans and together with 
Jean Attwood and Peter Barker make up the Gar-
den Visits group for Ash U3A.  Unfortunately, we 
have been unable to meet for all of 2020 as our 
‘activity’ involves car sharing and therefore con-
trary to Government guidelines during the lock-
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downs.  However, we anticipate our first garden visit of 
this year will take place in July to Wisley.  We meet on the 

last Friday of each month at the car park opposite Victoria 

Hall at 10.30am. 

To date we have approximately 32 members. 

I have included photos of visits taken during our 2019 gar-

den visits. 

 

 

—————————— 

Healthy Walking 

We are a friendly group who gather at fortnightly intervals, to complete relatively easy 
circular walks which are about 3 ½  to 4 miles and take around 1 ½ to 1 ¾ to complete at a 
steady pace.  All walks are planned and led by the group members and cover various 
parts of the lovely local countryside. We have general safety guidelines for the group 
walks and are currently also using advice by the Ramblers Association to cover current 
Covid restrictions. 

We have been unable to take many recent photos due to the 
present Covid restrictions so please do take the opportunity 
to look at our gallery of photographs on the U3A website. 
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Poetry for Pleasure 

During this year the Poetry Group has continued to meet regularly with our usual 
‘themes’ to guide us in our choices of poems; Humour, Dreams, Gardening 
(before Christmas), being three very apt choices for this time. One of our themes 
was only obliquely relevant to the situation – Mao Tse Tung (China – where we 
think the ‘plague’ originated).   

 We started the year in January and February with ‘Humour’ and had no trou-
ble finding fun poems. In March we tried something completely different and 
Anne introduced us to the poems of Mao Tse Tung, (Mao Zedong, Chairman Mao, 
was a Chinese communist revolutionary who was the founder of the People's Re-
public of China, which he ruled as the chairman of the Chinese Communist Party 
from its establishment in 1949 until his death in 1976.) Throughout his life and 
campaigns he wrote poetry and we surprised ourselves at the enjoyment it gave 
us.  Dreams was our choice for April and this May each one of us will choose our 
own theme and poems to go with them. 

Group Poems 

 

Solitude1 

Like Rousseau I revel in my solitude. 

Time – so precious now I am no longer young – 

Has been stretched like elastic;  

I sink into my memories 

Of places, friends and family of years ago; 

I wander round my home, 

Touching and tracing precious pieces 

Given or willed to me and treasured but ignored 

When normal life led me away from home, 

Busy with day to day concerns. 

In my solitude 

I am not lonely 

I am cherished by my memories - 

My solitude envelops me. 

    Anne 



9  

 

Solitude 2 
 

Forget the worthy 
U3A 

I’ve better ways to 
fill my day. 

I read, I write, I knit. 

I cook – only a very 
little bit! 

‘You must be mad,’  

I hear you say. 

‘No way,’ is my reply. 

‘I’ve waited years for 

Solitude. 

It’s here at last 

My life’s  renewed!’ 

   Anne 

Loushan Pass 

A hard west wind, 

in the vast frozen air wild 
geese shriek to the 
morning 

     moon, 

frozen morning moon. 

Horse hoofs shatter the 
air 

and the bugle sobs. 

 

The grim pass is like iron 

yet today we will cross 
the summit in one step, 

cross the summit. 

Before us greenblue 
mountains are like the 
sea, 

the dying sun like blood. 

    Feb-
ruary 1935 

     Written dur-
ing the Long March 
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The Gods 

 On the death of his wife Yang Kai-hui 

I lost my proud poplar and you your willow. 

As poplar and willow they soar straight up 

   into the ninth heaven 

and ask the prisoner of the moon, Wu Kang, what is there. 

He offers them wine from the cassia tree. 

The lonely lady on the moon, Chang O, 

   spreads her vast sleeves 

and dances for these good souls in the unending sky. 

Down on earth a sudden report of the tiger’s defeat. 

Tears fly down from a great upturned bowl of rain. 

    May 11, 1957 

—————————— 

Poetry Quiz 

1. What does a poem always do? 
 
a. rhymes  
b. uses imaginative language  
c. uses clear, simple language to get the facts   
   across  
2. Why did people used to use poems to tell stories? 
 
a. a poem is harder to remember than a story  
b. rhymes and the rhythm make poems easy to      remember  
c. a poem is much longer than a story  
3. What is poetry that uses made-up words to describe things, or just to make 
nice sounds called? 
 
a. fantabulous poetry  
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b. inside-out poetry  
c. nonsense poetry  
4. When you compare one thing to another you are using a what? 
a. smile  
b. simile  
c. metaphor  
5. What is a rhyme? 
a. when two words sound alike  
b. when two words start with the same letter  
c. a type of Chinese poetry  
6. What is alliteration? 
a. another word for a tongue-twister  
b. a poem that's really hard to read  
c two words together that start with the same      sound  
9. What is giving human feelings and actions to objects known as? 
a. simplification  
b. magnification  
c. personification 
10. Who is our poet laureate? 
a. John Masefield 
b. Alfred Lord Tennyson 
c. Simon Armitage 
11. Choose from the list below and say which poet laureate wrote these lines? 
‘Phone for the fish knives Norman, 
As Cook is a little unnerved;’  
 
‘She left the web, she left the loom’  
 
‘I must down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky,  
 
‘When Crow was white he decided the sun was too white.’  
‘My heart leaps up when I behold’  
 
Alfred, Lord Tennyson; Ted Hughes; John Masefield; 
John Betjeman; William Wordsworth 
 
12. What do the initials T. S. stand for in T. S. Eliot? 
 
13. In what poem does the character Minnehaha appear? 
 
14. Which poet did W.B. Yeats describe as ‘the most handsome young man in Eng-
land’? 
Siegfried Sassoon 
Wilfred Owen 
Rupert Brooke 
Edward Thomas 
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15. Which poet was so scatter-brained that his wife Frances occasionally had to redi-
rect him by telegram when he misjudged public transport and arrived at the wrong town? 

 
Robert Louis Stevenson 
G K Chesterton 
T.S. Eliot 
Dylan Thomas  
 
16. Which poet laureate asked for “a tall ship and a star to steer her by”? 
 
Cecil Day Lewis, John Masefield, Alfred Lord Tennyson 
 
17. This romantic poet was inspired by a vision: 
 
“In Xanadu did Kubla Khan 
A stately pleasure dome decree: 
Where Alph the sacred river, ran 
Through caverns measureless to man 
Down to a sunless sea” 
 
Lord Byron, John Keats, Samuel Taylor Coleridge 
 
18. Which poet is honoured with a statue at St. Pancras Station? 
 
Alfred Austin, Robert Graves, Sir John Betjeman 
 
19. What nationality are the following? 
 
Les Murray   
Emily Dickinson   
Anna Akhmatova   
 
20. This reclusive poet wrote of death: 
 
 “Because I could not stop for Death – 
 He kindly stopped for me – 
 The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 
 And Immortality” 
 
Hilda Doolittle, Elizabeth Barrett Browning, Emily Dickinson 
 
Answers at the end of the newsletter 
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Book Circle Group 

The Book Circle, which has been going for many years, had to change its ways as a re-
sult of the Covid crisis. Normally we meet in people’s houses, and our books are sup-
plied by Ash Library, but we have been unable to meet face to face since February 
2020, and for a period of time the libraries were closed.  

But we have managed to have a book every month, and discuss it remotely, initially us-
ing email and then using Zoom meetings. Zoom has been a life-saver, as we can still 
have a good (if rather stilted) discussion about the book plus some social chit-chat. 
Unfortunately one of our members has been unable to participate due to lack of the re-
quired technology at home, but the rest of us have managed more or less. The book 
that, during this period, our members enjoyed most was a classic, Far from the Madding 
Crowd, by Thomas Hardy, which was liked for its strong narrative, well defined charac-
ters and beautiful writing. 

For this month’s meeting, we are going to meet outside in my garden (weather permit-
ting). This good news is tempered by the additional admin of doing risk assessments 
and circulating Covid protocols to our members to make sure everyone stays as safe 
as they can. Let’s just hope it doesn’t rain! 

Photography Group 

Covid pandemic, Corona virus, lockdown, self-isolating, shielding, virtual meetings: 
Words that sadly we have become all too familiar with over the last year. We have all 
had to change our way of life and find new ways to occupy our time and energy. I 
wonder how many of us have turned out those old shoeboxes full of nostalgic photos 
of our childhood, family life and holidays. How were those photos shot?  I would guess 
than many of the earlier ones were 
taken on the good old “Box Brownie”, 
then perhaps a Kodak Instamatic, 
moving on to a 35mm format cam-
era. Some may have been taken on a 
SLR camera and more recently on a 
Digital SLR with instant results in-
stead of the agonising wait to see if 
our holiday snaps turned out ok. 
How many of us forgot to wind on 
the film between shots and in spite 
of using a light meter, got the expo-
sure wrong or the picture out of focus. 
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How things have changed over the years enabling us to adjust to the new world that we 
live in. We now use all sorts of different devices to take photographs including 
smartphones and tablets. It is for this reason that we are a photography group and not a 
camera club and embrace a mixed-ability membership that takes all sorts of photos 
with all sorts of devices. 

During so-called normal times our meetings 
were held in the Victoria Halls and broadly fol-
lowed the same format each month with part of 
the meeting focussing on technical subjects se-
lected by members to help them improve their 
photographic techniques. We have covered 
topics to help members save, store and send 
digital images and enhance old faded, marked or 
damaged cherished family photos. Sadly during 
lockdown we have had to limit this activity alt-
hough our more experienced members have remained available to help those with less 
experience. 

A major part of our monthly meetings has been devoted to members sharing their pho-
tos on month by month subjects selected by the members. Thanks to the incredible 
hard work and great expertise of several members we have still all been able to see eve-
ry photo submitted, not on a big screen at the hall but on a pc, laptop, tablet , 
smartphone or television in the comfort of our own homes.   

The monthly photo subjects have included: Rainy days and clouds (April showers); 
countryside and villages (pubs included); action/movement/abstract (release from 
lockdown) and; summertime coastal/water scenes (holiday time). 

We have embraced modern technology, sometimes tentatively, but always enthusiasti-
cally and our recent monthly meetings have 
been ‘Zoom’ meetings with members able to 
view and comment on the photos submitted 
and tell the stories behind them. 

We are hugely looking forward to welcoming 
back our 33 loyal members in September 2021, 
when we expect to be able to meet up once 
again and we will be organising a live photoprint 
competition to re-engage with members. 

We would love to see new members, whether 
they take photos with a sophisticated digital 
SLR camera, a neat little compact camera, a smartphone or a tablet or just like looking at 
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Ash U3A Speakers 

Despite lockdown, Ash U3A has continued with its season of 
monthly speakers, all events being free for Ash U3A members to 
attend. 

The use of Zoom video conference software has meant that 
members have been able to attend from the comfort of their 
armchairs. 

We are continuing with the series and details of upcoming speakers is below. 

• June 15th is Howard Slater who will give an historical talk about the East End of Lon-
don, from the Hugenots to the Bengalis. 

• July 20th is Jenny Malin who will talk about her grandmother's journey across India 
at the time of partition. 

• August is the AGM 

• September is Mel Rees who is an author and humorous speaker - last spoke to us in 
2013 and was very well received. 

We will release details, each month, as to whether the speakers will be face to face or 
online (all dependent on Government restrictions, of course). 

Rambling Group 

We are now into our third restart since COVID-19 restrictions were first introduced last 
year. The initial restart was in October when two walks were held before the November 
lockdown and the second was in December when just the one walk was possible before 
Tier 4 restrictions put paid to things. Now, though, we’re hopeful that after the latest re-
start on the 28th April, with the vaccination programme continuing apace, we’ll be able 
to carry on without any further interruptions, fingers crossed. The two most recent 
walks, around the Farnham and Wood Street Village areas, have been well attended, 
group members thankful, relieved even, of the opportunity to get back to the enjoy-
ment a good walk and (socially distanced) natter. 

Unlike so many groups we’re fortunate, being an outdoor activity, that we have been 
able to restart. I know many groups are not looking to recommence before September 
because of current restrictions or the practical difficulties guidelines impose.  Our re-
starts have been made possible under the rules covering organised outdoor sporting 
and leisure/fitness activities coupled with Covid-19 guidance given by The Rambling 
Association. 
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Apart from our fortnightly 5 mile walks we normally organise some additional walk 
based events throughout the year; typically a day coach trip mid-summer, London 
walks in August and December and a weekend away in late September. All these events 
had, of course, to be cancelled last year and we have decided that the coach trip and 
summer London walk are best left off the calendar for this year. 

The weekend break, staying 3 nights in a hotel in Chippenham from the 24th to 26th Sept, 
is hoped will take place, though at the time of writing we don’t quite have the numbers 
to benefit from a group rate, so this might have to be cancelled.  It will be shame if it is 
as the opportunities for any of us to ‘get away’ this year may be limited. The decision 
will have been made by the time you read this. 

The December London walk is also planned to take place, restrictions allowing. 

We are always looking for new members so if 5 mile rambles in the local countryside 
sound like your cup of tea we’d be delighted to hear from you. If you’re unsure, give us a 
try and see. Nothing ventured, nothing gained! For more information and contact details 
please refer to the Rambling page on the Ash U3A website. 

Andy Fuller and Nigel Bagley, Rambling Group Leaders  

——————————- 

 

The Family History group  
has been running for a number of years and has had a Facebook page since 2017.  
Since the 1st Pandemic lockdown in 2020 we have been using Zoom to maintain reg-
ular 
contact and have found it very effective whether by PC, Mac or Ipad and even offer-
ing benefits in how we can share information.  (Who says you can’t teach an old dog 
new tricks!)  We have only missed one meeting through the pandemic and even had 
our usual Christmas quiz and buffet (bring your own food/drink of course!). 
At the start of this year we increased the meeting frequency to twice a month.  Zoom 
is not everyone’s technology of choice and our numbers dropped slightly so we are 
looking for more members.  We shall not be returning to face to face meetings until 
everyone is comfortable and certainly not before September.  Members have a wide 
range of experience, so whether you are a newbie and would like to give it a go, or an 
experienced researcher the group is friendly and supportive. 
The terms ‘Genealogy’ and ‘Family History’ are often used interchangeably, but do 
have a subtle difference in meaning.   
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According to the definitions given by the Society of Genealogists: 
Genealogy:  Establishment of a Pedigree by extracting evidence, from valid sources, of 
how one generation is connected to the next. (In essence, this means the discipline of 
the construction of a valid family tree) 
 
Family History:  A biographical study of a genealogically proven family and of the com-
munity and country in which they lived. (In essence, this means the writing of a biog-
raphy of a series of related ancestors of common genealogy. Family History incorpo-
rates Genealogy) 
So Genealogy tends to be about cold hard facts, primarily Birth, Marriage and Death 
whereas Family History builds on those facts, to add emotion and understanding to the 
lives of our ancestors.  Both disciplines have their challenges, and likely involve a lot of 
head scratching particularly the further back in time one is searching.  Family History is 
a “page turner” of a detective story where you are the protagonist. 
Some discoveries are the result of in depth research over days/weeks/months or even 
years, while others may be serendipitous but none the less exciting and emotional.  
The following story is from one of our members, Lynn Cook that certainly brightened 
her Covid days and shows that it’s not all about how far back one can get.  
 
During the First and Second World Wars, the British Red Cross encouraged people to 
help the war effort by knitting essential items for the troops. 
At the start of the Second World War a school in Buckinghamshire encouraged their 
pupils to knit mittens. One of the schoolgirls who took up the challenge was named Pat 
then aged 12. Pat must have put her name and the address of the school inside the 
mittens, and little did she know that her mittens would reach a Lance Corporal named 
John in Italy in 1944. He wrote a letter to Miss Pat at the school, thanking her for her ef-
forts, although by the time the letter arrived Pat had left the school.  
Some 76 years later that letter was discovered in a book being prepared for resale at 
World of Books. They with the help of the British Red Cross started a media campaign 
to reunite the letter with Miss Pat or her family. 
On 11th November 2020 Lynn’s telephone rang, the caller on the other end was an Ama-
teur Family Historian Dave Thacker, he explained that he had seen the story and car-
ried out some research and thought there could be a connection between the letter 
and Lynn. Confirming this to be the case Lynn contacted Nick Ford at World of Books 
and after verifying the connection, they arranged for the letter to be reunited with her.  
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Pat who was Lynn’s mother died at the age of 36 in 1964 so the letter is very special to 
Lynn and her family. Lynn and Dave Thacker did some further research and discovered 
that the Soldier was born in Wales, married and had one son. He returned to London 
after the war and his son became a musical theatre actor on the London stage.   
World of Books and The British Red Cross issued an update to the story in the media at 
the beginning of January 2021 and the story appeared in a national daily newspaper.  
Lynn has since contacted the British Red Cross and has been sent a copy of the knit-
ting pattern used; she has followed in her mother’s footsteps and knitted a pair of mit-
tens to put with the letter.  
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And Finally…. 

Quiz Answers 

 London Underground 

1/  Black 

2/  157 years 

3/  270 

4/  Hampstead on The Northern Line 

5/  The Angel Islington 

6/  Harry Beck 

7/  The Metropolitan Line between Paddington and Farringdon 

8/  Mansion House and South Ealing 

9/  OXO (as in cube) 

10/  St James's 

11/ 11  (Eleven) 

——————————- 

 

Poetry 
 

1. What does a poem always do? 

 

b. uses imaginative language  

 

2. Why did people used to use poems to tell stories? 

 

b. rhymes and the rhythm make poems easy to      re-
member  
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3. What is poetry that uses made-up words to describe things, or just to make nice 
sounds called? 

c. nonsense poetry  

4. When you compare one thing to another you are using a what? 

  b. simile  

5. What is a rhyme? 

a. when two words sound alike  

6. What is alliteration? 

c two words together that start with the same  sound  

9. What is giving human feelings and actions to objects known as? 

c. personification 

10. Who is our poet laureate? 

c. Simon Armitage 

11. Choose from the list below and say which poet laureate wrote these lines? 

‘Phone for the fish knives Norman, 

As Cook is a little unnerved;’ John Betjeman 

‘She left the web, she left the loom’ Lord Tennyson 

‘I must down to the seas again, to the lonely sea and the sky, John Masefield 

‘When Crow was white he decided the sun was too white.’ Ted Hughes 

‘My heart leaps up when I behold’ William Wordsworth 

12. What do the initials T. S. stand for in T. S. Eliot? 

Thomas Stearns 

13. In what poem does the character Minnehaha appear? 

Hiawatha (Longfellow) 

14. Which poet did W.B. Yeats describe as ‘the most handsome young man in Eng-
land’? 

Rupert Brooke 

15. Which poet was so scatter-brained that his wife Frances occasionally had to redi-
rect him by telegram when he misjudged public transport and arrived at the wrong 
town? 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

16. Which poet laureate asked for “a tall ship and a star to steer her by”? 

John Masefield 

 

 



21  

17. This romantic poet was inspired by a vision: 

“In Xanadu did Kubla Khan 

A stately pleasure dome decree: 

Where Alph the sacred river, ran 

Through caverns measureless to man 

Down to a sunless sea” 

Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

18. Which poet is honoured with a statue at St. Pancras Station? 

Sir John Betjeman 

19. What nationality are the following? 

Les Murray  Australian 

Emily Dickinson  American 

Anna Akhmatova  Russian 

20. This reclusive poet wrote of death: 

 “Because I could not stop for Death – 

 He kindly stopped for me – 

 The Carriage held but just Ourselves – 

 And Immortality” 

Emily Dickinson 

And Very, Very, Finally 

Raymond, from Woodley, Reading, Berkshire purchased a new fridge. The local coun-
cil wanted £20 to remove his old fridge in an environmentally friendly fashion, so in 
order to save money he put it in his front garden with a sign that read, 'Free to a good 
home. You want it, please take it.' The fridge stood untouched for 4 days. Raymond 
changed his tactics. He made a sign saying, 'Fridge for sale - £50.' One day later the 
fridge disappeared: stolen.  

——————————- 

Thank you for reading this edition, of the Ash U3A Newsletter. I hope you enjoyed it? 
Stay safe till next time. 
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